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and twice the amount of the ISSUE FEE shown above, or 



If the SMALL ENTITY is shown as NO: 
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Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b) 

(application filed on or after May 29, 2000) 

The Patent Term Adjustment to date is 1047 day(s). If the issue fee is paid on the date that is three months after the 
mailing date of this notice and the patent issues on the Tuesday before the date that is 28 weeks (six and a half 
months) after the mailing date of this notice, the Patent Term Adjustment will be 1047 day(s). 

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that 
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA. 

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov). 

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of 
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be 
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at l-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200. 



PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11) 



Page 3 of 3 
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The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with 
your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to 
the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this 
information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the 
principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process 
and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the 
requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine 
your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or 
expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1 . The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom 
of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of 
records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these 
records is required by the Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting 
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel 
in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress 
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has 
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency 
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be 
required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this 
system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World 
Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for 
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy 
Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of 
that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and 
programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance 
with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant 
(i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about 
individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either 
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 
U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a 
routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in 
which the proceedings were terminated and which application is referenced by either a published 
application, an application open to public inspection or an issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local 
law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or 
regulation. 
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Application No. 

10/680,381 

Examiner 
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Applicant(s) 

SHIRAI ETAL. 
Art Unit 
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~ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address- 

All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS 
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .313 and MPEP 1 308. 

1 . ^ This communication is responsive to 10/14/2010 . 

2. |EI The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-4, 6-15, 34, and 35 . 

3. ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a) ^ All b) □ Some* c) □ None of the: 

1 . M Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. 

4. □ A SUBSTITUTE OATH OR DECLARATION must be submitted. Note the attached EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 

INFORMAL PATENT APPLICATION (PTO-1 52) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

5. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) Q including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of 
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

6. □ DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the 

attached Examiner's comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL. 
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1 . ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. □ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 

Paper No./Mail Date 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. ^ Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other . 
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Acknowledgements 



1. This action is in reply to the RCE and accompanying amendment and response filed on 
10/14/2010. 

2. Claims 1 and 11-13 have been amended. 

3. Claims 1 6-33, 36, and 37 have been canceled. 

4. Claims 1 -4, 6-1 5, 34, and 35 are currently pending and have been examined. 



Allowable Subject Matter 



5. 



Claims 1 -4, 6-1 5, 34, and 35 are allowed. See Reasons for Allowance under separate heading. 
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6. The following is an Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

None of the art of record, taken individually or combination, disclose at least the method 
step or system components of: 

Claim 1: 

An information processing device serving as a contents playing device that plays 
contents, said information processing device comprising: 

• a communication unit configured to execute communication processing with a 
license storage device storing rights information serving as usage rights 
information of contents associated with a user of the information processing 
device, and communication processing with a contents distribution server; 

• an encryption processing unit configured to execute encryption processing 
including authentication processing in said communication processing; and 

• a control unit configured to execute processing control for inputting rights 
information corresponding to contents from said license storage device, via said 
communication unit, to transmit said input rights information, which indicates 
rights to receive streaming contents, to said contents distribution server, to 
receive streaming contents corresponding to said rights information from said 
contents distribution server and to play said streaming contents, 

• wherein the control unit is configured to perform, subsequent to a beginning of 
playing of said streaming contents by said information processing device serving 
as the contents playing device, subsequent authentication processing with the 
license storage device while the playing of the streaming contents is occurring, 
and is configured to stop the playing of said streaming contents when the 
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subsequent authentication processing with the license storage device fails, said 
subsequent authentication at least confirming that the license storage device 
remains in communication with the information processing device serving as the 
contents playing device while the playing of the streaming contents is occurring. 



Claim 12: 

An information processing device serving as a license storage device that stores rights 
information which is contents use rights information, said information processing device 
comprising: 

• a storage unit configured to store said use rights information associated with a 
user of the information processing device; 

• a communication unit configured to execute communication processing with a 
contents playing device for playing or using contents; 

• an encryption processing unit configured to execute encryption processing 
including authentication processing in said communication processing via said 
communication unit, the encryption processing unit executing authentication 
processing with said contents playing device at least once subsequent to a 
beginning of playing of streaming contents by said contents playing device and 
while the playing of the streaming contents is occurring, said authentication 
processing at least confirming that the license storage device remains in 
communication with the contents playing device while the playing of the 
streaming contents is occurring; and 

• a control unit for executing output processing of contents-corresponding rights 
information via said communication unit with regard to said contents playing 
device, with establishment of mutual authentication with said contents playing 
device as a precondition thereof. 
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7. The Examiner has reviewed the Applicant's amendments, assertions, and arguments. BREITER 
describes checking whether a user has a privilege to access protected information. There is no 
disclosure that such checking is performed subsequent to the rendering device reproducing the 
streaming contents and while the playing of the streaming contents is occurring. Paragraph 
[0040] of BREITER further describes that on success of verification, the rendering device is 
allowed to render the content. There is no disclosure of a subsequent verification subsequent to 
the rendering device reproducing the contents and while the playing of the contents is occurring. 
Furthermore, Claim 1 recites said subsequent authentication at least confirming that the license 
storage device remains in communication with the information processing device serving as the 
contents playing device while the playing of the streaming contents is occurring. This feature 
advantageously ensures that the license storage device remains in communication with the 
contents playing device during the playing of the streaming content. This prevents the licensing 
device from being used to provide access to the streaming contents on multiple content playing 
devices at the same time. This claimed feature is not disclosed by BREITER. 

Referring now to Fig. 1 of STEFIK, in step 105, the usage rights are checked, and 
transmission of the digital work is subsequently performed in step 107 if access is granted. There 
is no disclosure of a subsequent verification subsequent to a device beginning playing of the 
contents and while the playing of the contents is occurring. Thus, STEFIK does not disclose 
wherein the control unit is configured to perform, subsequent to a beginning of playing of said 
streaming contents by said information processing device serving as the contents playing device, 
subsequent authentication processing with the license storage device while the playing of the 
streaming contents is occurring, and is configured to stop the playing of said streaming contents 
when the subsequent authentication processing with the license storage device fails, said 
subsequent authentication at least confirming that the license storage device remains in 
communication with the information processing device serving as the contents playing device 
while the playing of the streaming contents is occurring. 
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Since both STEFIK and BREITER fail to disclose the above-noted elements of amended 
Claim 1 , Applicants respectfully submit that a person of ordinary skill in the art could not properly 
combine these references to arrive at the invention defined by Claim 1. Claim 12 recites 
elements analogous to those of Claim 1. Thus, Claim 12 patentably distinguishes over STEFIK 
and BREITER for at least the reasons stated for Claim 1 . 



Application/Control Number: 10/680,381 
Art Unit: 3621 



Conclusion 



Page 7 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. 

• RAJASEKHARAN et al. (WO 00/52583) discloses, "A method and apparatus for 
secure streaming of digital audio and/or visual content (210) is described. 
Authorization data corresponding to the digital content (210) is received. A check 
is performed to determine whether a playback device (230) is authorized to play 
the digital content (210) based, at least in part, on the authorization data. A 
stream of data representing portions of the digital content (210) is played, if 
authorized. In one embodiment, portions of the stream of digital content (210) are 
intermittently checked for authorization." 

• CHONG et al. "Security Attributes based Digital Rights Management" (JUNE 
2002) discloses, "Annual losses to the m and music industry due to illegal 
distribution of content on the Internet amount to billions of dollars annually [1]. 
Digital Rights Management (DRM) provides a potential solution to the problem of 
illegal content distribution on the Internet. DRM systems manage copyrights on 
digital content in untrusted cyberspace." 
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9. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or concerning this 
communication or earlier communications from the Examiner should be directed to James A. 
Reagan ( iames.reagan@usoto.QOv ) whose telephone number is 571.272.6710. The Examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:30am-5:00pm. If attempts to reach the examiner 
by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, ANDREW J. FISCHER can be 
reached at 571.272.6779. 

10. Should Applicant desire in the future to receive formal or informal email communications from the 
Examiner (e.g. acknowledgments, references, courtesy copies of documents, etc.), the electronic 
file must contain written authorization to conduct email communications. See MPEP §502.03 III. 
For Applicant's benefit, exemplary language for written authorization is in MPEP §502.03 III. 1}4. 
The exemplary language is: 

Recognizing that Internet communications are not secure, I hereby 
authorize the USPTO to communicate with me concerning any subject 
matter of this application by electronic mail. I understand that a copy of 
these communications will be made of record in the application file. 

11. In the situation where Applicant desires to receive email communications from the Examiner, the 
Examiner suggests placing the above exemplary language in Applicant's next correspondence. 

12. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://portai.uspto.aov/externai/portai/pair . Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866.217.9197 (toll-free). 
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13. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to 571-273-8300. 



14. Hand delivered responses should be brought to the United States Patent and Trademark 
Office Customer Service Window: 

Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314. 

/James A. Reagan/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3621 
lames.reagan@usptQ.gov 
571.272.6710 (Office) 
571.273.6710 (Desktop Fax) 



